Chittlehampton Parish Council, inclusive of; Umberleigh, Cobbaton, Stowford, and Furze. Minutes for 06/05/26 Annual Parish Council Meeting
Clerk to the Council: Faye Davies clerk@chittlehamptonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Meeting commenced: 19:21 – meeting commenced early due to no members of the public attending the Annual Parish Meeting. 
Those present: Cllrs Wheaton, Beauregard, Brooks, Williams, Blyther. 

1. Elect Council Chair: Cllr Wheaton to be Chair, proposed by Cllr Brooks, Seconded by Cllr Williams. All agreed. 
2. Elect Council Vice Chair: Cllr Beauregard to be Vice-chair, proposed by Cllr Blyther, seconded by Cllr Brooks. 
3. Apologies: Cllrs Hoare. Approved, proposed by Cllr Wheaton and seconded by Cllr Blyther. All agreed. 
4. Appointment of Committees, representatives and banking for the Council year:
4.1. HR Committee – Cllrs Wheaton, Beauregard, Blyther, and Hoare. Cllr Blyther to be Chair, proposed by Cllr Brookss, seconded by Cllr Wheaton. 
4.2. Planning Committee – Cllrs Williams, Brooks, Wheaton, and Blyther. Cllr Brooks to be Chair. Proposed by Cllr Wheaton, seconded by Williams.
4.3. Footpath Warden – Clerk to send further information to Cllr Brooks. 
4.4. Bank Signatories – Cllrs Wheaton, Beauregard, and Williams. Proposed by Cllr Brooks, seconded by Cllr Blyther. 
5. Approval and adoption of policies:
5.1. Standing Orders – approved by full council. 
5.2. Financial Regulations – Clerk suggested an increase to current spending authority figures, with general clerk spending increasing from £50 to £500, and emergency funding increasing from £250 to £1,000. This would allow the general running of the council to smoothly proceed without the need for a council meeting every time to approve spending like weed control, removal of dead trees etc. Cllr Wheaton proposed adopting current Financial Regulations without any changes and review further changes at the next meeting. 
5.3. Financial Risk Assessment – approved by full council. 
6. Declarations of Interest: None. 
7. Dispensation Requests: None.  
8. Minutes: To consider the approval of the minutes of the last meeting of the Council held on 15/04/26 – approved by full council. 
9. District and County Councillor reports: Neither District Cllr nor County Cllr in attendance. 
10. Members of the public open session: A member of the public asked if Scribe accounting is still being used, which it is not.
It was also asked of the clerk is she uses the laptop for Chittlehampton to complete tasks for the other councils she works for; it was explained the clerk has separate laptops and printers for each council. 
It was asked why the council is proposing to purchase land currently owned by NDDC, it was explained that this would then prevent the land from being owned by the Unitary Authority and prevent it from potentially being built on.  
11. Chairmans report: report at the end of this document. 
12. Clerks report: The council laptop broke, it required emergency repair at Fort House Systems in South Molton, all the data on the laptop was nearly lost. The laptop has an underlying fault that is very likely to go wrong again, this underlying fault is not repairable and it was advised the council to purchase a new laptop. Clerk will obtain information on backup storage, e.g. Cloud, and inform council at the next meeting. 
The Methodist Church trustees were asked if a fireproof two-tier filing cabinet could be kept on the Methodist Church premises for Parish Council use, this was agreed to. 
The rusty bins on the square have been reported. 
Umberleigh Academy has requested a second-hand water butt donation, the Parish Council does have a spare water butt, it was suggested this be donated to the school for their use – all agreed. 
The audit has been sent to PKF Littlejohn for the external audit.
There is currently £8,660.10 in the play area savings account, and £5,456.65 in the reserves account. 

	Date
	Current Account
	Income
	Expenditure

	02/04/26
	Direct Debit ICO
	
	£47

	16/04/26
	DALC membership
	
	£409.49

	16/04/26
	Churchyard Maintenance Grant
	
	£750

	16/04/26
	Fort House Systems printer ink
	
	£40

	17/04/26
	Sainsburys office supplies
	
	£11

	27/04/26
	NDDC precept
	£8,538
	

	27/04/26
	Clerk wages
	
	Confidential

	30/04/26
	Adobe Subscription
	
	£238.75
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13. Review of the Internal Audit: actions noted, clerk to update at the next meeting.   
14. Payments for approval:
· Ansvar Insurance renewal £714.89 – not approved, further quotes requested. 
· Julie Snooks IA invoice £250 – approved. 
· Clerks’ annual salary to be paid in monthly payments – approved. 
· Umberleigh Village Hall grant request £400 – approved. 
· Umberleigh Village Hall 15/04/26 meeting booking invoice £25 – approved. 
· Fort House System £30 – approved. 
· Emergency laptop purchase, budget up to £600 – not approved, clerk to gain three quotes. 

Cllrs Wheaton and Williams checked the invoices and confirmed the invoices are correct. 
15. Planning Applications: Application 81685, Erection of two storey side extension, replacement garage, and associated works at 2 Haven Cottages, Chittlehampton, Umberleigh EX37 9RU – Cllrs Brooks and Williams to assess. 
16. Purchase of NDDC land within the parish: Clerk to contact District Cllr Whitehead for further information, and gain further information from NDDC regarding purchase prices etc. 
17. Councillor's reports and External Meetings attended (for information only): Cllr Williams informed the new water butt is being installed by the village hall, she also informed that she has done further research into mobility access into the play area and was informed that there is no legal requirement to have access into the play area. 
Cllr Williams contacted SWAST regarding defibrillator training, this training is free, Chittlehampton village hall has been contacted regarding booking a date for the training to be in the hall. 
Cllr Blyther is still writing the bus petition. 
Cllr Wheaton and the clerk received a response from County Cllr Tyldesley regarding the flashing school signs at Umberleigh, this report is at the end of this document. 
Cllr Wheaton proposed Saturday 6th June 2026 for the next working party to tackle the weeds. 
18. Councillor and clerk action updates from previous meeting:
· Noticeboard repair/replacement update – Chittlehamptons noticeboard is now at the Mens Shed in South Molton, this will take roughly six weeks.  Umberleigh noticeboard will be next once Chittlehamptons noticeboard is reinstalled. 
· Speed signs and highways risk assessment update – waiting on the risk assessment. 
· A tree on the square was reported to the council as being dead and in need of removal – Cllr Wheaton to update on this at the next meeting. 
19. Date of next meeting: Wednesday 17th June 2026 19:30 at Umberleigh Village.
Wednesday 29th July 19:30 in the Methodist Rooms.
Meeting concluded: 21:17    















Chairmans Report
The last 12 months.
First off, I would like to say thank you to each and every one of the councillors cover the past 12 months for their continued support, those that are still with us and those who have now moved on for various reasons for work and family commitments. A heartfelt thank you must go to Howard Hooper, who was part of the Parish Council for many years and is sadly no longer with us and will be missed, our thoughts go out to his family as the next 12 months will not be easy going forwards. 
Over the past months various fund raising events throughout the community large and small, many have been supported really well and that goes to show the community we have around us, I do feel we need more support from the community at times, volunteers etc when things need to be done, with things like the village fete and the jumble sales really well supported. So, here’s to this year’s events, may they be just as busy and enjoyable for all. 
The playing field has been added too again over the past 12 months and that goes to show the level of enthusiasm and passion of the members of the Parish Council, wanting to make a difference for the next generation growing up, and it would be nice to see more younger members coming through and joining us in what we try to do. 
The village hall has now been opened and has its mark again within the community, with various things happening throughout the week makes this a nice warm space for many to enjoy. I would like to see closer ties with the village hall and the Parish Council going forward. 
It was nice to see again this year so many members of the parish turn out for remembrance day with the laying of the wreaths and remembering family and friends for many that gave so much many years ago, and to those serving in conflicts around the world, some of whom have not come home, its part of the community and should never be forgotten no matter how many years pass.
We have sadly lost some members of the Council this year and are finding it harder to recruit new members to have us and be part of the Parish Council, so please give it some thought over the coming weeks, if you have time or expertise that you feel could be of use to us please feel free to contact the clerk or a member of the Council to show your interest and we will point you in the right direction. 
I want to say thank you to Cllr Angela Hoare, who came to the square to try a little weeding, along with her husband Simon. I was joined by 3 members of the parish who also gave an hour or two, and to Adam Morse who brought out coffee and biscuits for us. I am hoping with the next date we organise we can get some more people to help us, it would be much appreciated. 
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CURRENT ACCOUNT

Financial Year 2026/2027

BANK RECONCILATION AS AT Apr-26

Income Expenditure

SUMMARY

Opening Balance 7,496.28 Payments 1,912.51

Receipts 8,538 Closing Balance 14,121.77

16034.28 16034.28


