Chittlehampton Parish Council, inclusive of; Umberleigh, Cobbaton, Stowford, and Furze. 
Minutes for 29/07/26 Parish Council Meeting
Clerk to the Council: Faye Davies clerk@chittlehamptonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Meeting commenced: 19:35
Those present: Cllrs Wheaton, Brooks, Williams, Hoare, Beauregard, Blyther, District Cllr Whitehead, clerk Faye Davies, and six members of the public. 

1. Apologies: None.
2. Declarations of Interest: None. 
3. Dispensation Requests: None.
4. Minutes: 17/06/26 minutes approved. 
5. District and County Councillor reports: County Cllr not in attendance. 
District Cllr Whitehead attended a training session regarding planning applications, this training session provided information on pre-application support before a full planning application is submitted, the service also offers advice for grant applications for farmers.
22nd July was a full council meeting, a lot of discussion regarding the reorganisation, North Devon will become coast and country, 103 new Cllrs across the new district, unsure of where the new head office will be.
DCC have appointed Robin Julian, who provided a lot of information on fostering, both short term and long term. Devon is desperate for foster carers and District Cllr Whitehead provided leaflets with further information to the clerk. 
6. Members of the public open session: There was a question regarding highways proposal of changing Umberleigh main road outside the school to a 40mph speed limit, the public was informed that the Parish Council has heard nothing from Highways, and no response regarding the SIDs speed signs yet either.
It was brought up by a member of the public regarding the weed removal; it was explained that a compost bin cannot be placed on the square due to it being a conservation area. It was also explained that creating a working party has been an avenue the parish council is trying, however there is rarely any interest, and attempts have been made many times to create working parties to tackle the weeds within the village.
It was brought up that the minutes do not clearly indicate that payments have been made, it was suggested the minutes would reflect the payments have been approved and paid. 
7. Chairmans report: Nothing to report. 
8. Clerks report: The fire-resistant filing cabinet ordered was out of stock, the company upgraded the filing cabinet to an electronic one rather than key with no extra charge.
There is £8,922.68 in the play area account, £8,892.73 in the current account, and £5,464.40 in the reserve account.
FHS in South Molton have a service where old laptops can be sent and completely wiped of data. The old broken laptop will eventually be wiped of data once the transfer of data is fully complete. The clerk is currently behind on work due the old laptop breaking and needing to purchase a new one and then transfer all data over. All bank reconciliations and financial documents will be uploaded onto the website once they are complete. 
9. Payments for approval: Including invoices received after the release of this agenda to the day of the meeting. 
· £668.99 Acer laptop – approved and paid.
· £40 data transfer from old laptop to new laptop – approved and paid.
· £64.99 Microsoft software – approved and paid. 
· Clerk mileage claim £70.20 – defer to next meeting. 
· Clerk back pay and overtime £1,698.78 – approved and paid. 
· £10.98 flowers for the play area – approved and paid. 
· £33 compost for the play area – approved and paid. 
· £23.32 Parish Council Banner for the fete stall – approved and paid. 
· £12.77 admin fee for updating insurance documents – approved and paid. 
10. Planning Applications: To include planning applications sent after the release of this agenda. 
· 81994 – Erection of storage building to support existing business, including change of use of land from agriculture to commercial. Tantonite, Leworthy Meadow, Chittlehampton, Umberleigh, EX37 9RD – no objection. 
· 81968 and 81969 – Erection of two storey extension and listed curtilage to The Linhay, Lerwell Farm, Chittlehampton EX37 9RL – no objection. 
11. Parish Council stall at the village fete: Cllrs Beauregard and Williams will be manning the stall. A banner has been purchased and should be arriving on Monday 3rd August 2026. A suggestion box will be available to the public. 
12. Chittlehampton weed removal: Weeds have been removed along Rackmead but not by the Parish Council, they have not been cleared, and this has caused concern.
Cllr Brooks will be creating a WhatsApp group and will be walking around the village at 2pm on Saturday 1st August to create a to-do list for weed removal and general upkeep around the village. 
13. Councillor's reports and External Meetings attended (for information only): Cllr Brooks updated that the Gregorys lorry that damaged the footpath has been reported to both Gregorys and DCC, DCC will be assessing the damage and contacting Gregorys. 
14. Councillor and clerk action updates from previous meeting:
· Noticeboard repair/replacement update – Chair will contact them on Friday for an update. 
· Speed signs and highways risk assessment update – Speed watch group has been sent the risk assessment. Once fully agreed between the Speed watch group and Parish Council this risk assessment will then be sent to Highways. 
15. Date of next meeting: Wednesday 16th September 2026 at Chittlehampton Methodist rooms. 
Meeting concluded: 21:37 
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