Chittlehampton Parish Council, inclusive of; Umberleigh, Cobbaton, Stowford, and Furze. 
Minutes for 17/06/26 Parish Council Meeting
Clerk to the Council: Faye Davies clerk@chittlehamptonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Meeting commenced: 19:35 
Those present: Cllrs Wheaton, Williams, Beauregard, Hoare, Blyther, County Cllr Tyldesley, and clerk Faye Davies. 

1. Apologies: Cllr Brooks – approved. 
2. Declarations of Interest: None.
3. Dispensation Requests: None.
4. Minutes: 06/05/26 minutes approved. 
5. District and County Councillor reports: District Cllr Whitehead was not in attendance.
BT phone box is still in situ and County Cllr Tyldesley contacted MP Ian Roome regarding the lack of phone signal in Chittlehampton, he was informed a letter was sent out to all the residents.
The drainage on the road from Four White Gates to Riding Cross is being investigated. 
Wolf Meadows maintenance work commences September 2026 to December 2026 and will be closed for three months.
County Cllr Tyldesley’s written report is at the end of this document. 
6. Members of the public open session: Members of Atherington Parish Council attended to discuss the speed watch signs and the process for installation. County Cllr Tyldesley is corresponding with SCARF regarding the process and excelling the timeframe and has also been in contact with a member of Barnstaple Police Station, who has some SIDs that both Chittlehampton and Atherington Parish Councils can borrow. Clerk will obtain a risk assessment for the installation and maintenance of the SIDs, which can then be sent to DCC highways, and shared with Atherington Parish Council.  
7. Chairmans report: Volunteer Road wardens can fix smaller potholes that do not meet the requirements for DCC Highways to repair them themselves, this scheme allows up to three members of the parish council or volunteers to attend Chapter 8 training which is funded by DCC. Cllr Wheaton, Harry Edgell and Simon Hoare will be the members from Chittlehampton Parish for this scheme. 
The chair would like to convey well wishes to a local resident, Lyndsey Southcombe, after an unfortunate accident and recent hospital stay, the council wishes for a speedy recovery. 
The tree on the square has been mentioned a few times, and had supposedly died, however it has currently bloomed so the council is reluctant to have this tree removed or prune it, it requires time to recover. 
Cllr Brooks informed of a dead tree on the playing field, it was noted previously that this tree did not look in good condition, therefore this tree will be assessed and possibly removed if required. 
A question was put to the parish clerk why the weed spraying was left off the agenda, as it was discussion at the last meeting. The clerk informed that as it was just a weed spraying quote that needed authorisation there was no need for an agenda item on the subject. 
Another question was posed to the parish clerk referencing an item on the agenda, “why was the clerk’s contract and pension put as a closed item for discussion when the parish pays for the clerks wages”. The council employs the clerk; therefore, they must follow all aspects of employment law, including staffing discussions being closed to the public like any other employer would do. The clerk’s contract and pension are not open to the public. 
8. Clerks report: There is £12,995.51 in the current account, £8,916.04 in the play area savings account, and £5,460.33 in the reserve account. April and May bank reconciliations are on the website, as well as receipts and payments spreadsheets for April 2026 and May 2026. 
Clinton Estates has approached the council with the option of purchasing the allotments for a nominal fee or leasing them for an annual fee of £225. The council has requested the exact price for the nominal fee Clinton Estates has offered (this was not disclosed in the correspondence sent to the council) and has consulted Slee Blackwell solicitors for a quote on the cost of changing the land registration. 
A volunteer policy was sent to all the Cllrs to read and approve; a total donation amount needs to be decided for South Molton in Bloom to then commence with the agreement. Cllrs agreed with an initial £100 donation to then be further reviewed.  
9. Payments for approval: Including invoices received after the release of the agenda to the day of the meeting. 
· Ansvar Insurance renewal £714.89 – approved. 
· Chittlehampton Cricket Club grant request £560 – Cllrs agreed on a grant donation of £250.
· Replacement defibrillator pads £90 – approved. 
· Chittlehampton Village Hall grant application £400 – approved. 
· Weed killing quote £192 – approved. 
10. Planning Applications: None received. 
11. Adjustments to the parish council adopted Financial Regulations: Council agreed to adjust the adopted financial regulations, the clerk spending powers will follow in line with NALC recommendations of £500, with emergency spending following NALC recommendations of £2,000. 
12. Purchase of external storage options: Council agreed on using Dropbox, there is a free trial period. 
13. Discussion and agreement on the purchase of fire-resistant filing cabinet: £709 quote agreed by council. 
14. Councillor's reports and External Meetings attended (for information only): There are Cllr vacancies that Cllr Williams expressed the need to publicise this more. The clerk will request if the local school can add the vacancies to their newsletter, will ask Friends of Umberleigh School if there is a member who could join and represent them, and add it onto social media again. 
Cllr Hoare asked about the emergency plan, Cllr Blyther informed that this is quite a big undertaking and requires a public meeting. It was agreed that council will review plans already completed by other councils for reference and to obtain an understanding of the task at hand. 
15. Councillor and clerk action updates from previous meeting:
· Noticeboard repair/replacement update – awaiting update from the Men’s Shed. 
· Speed signs and highways risk assessment update – Updated during the members of the public session. 
· Dead tree on the square – Cllr Wheaton updated during his chair report. 
16. Clerk contract update and pension scheme: This item was closed to the public. 
17. Date of next meeting: Wednesday 29th July 2026 at Chittlehampton Methodist rooms.   
Future dates:
· Wednesday 16th September 2026
· Wednesday 21st October 2026
· Wednesday 25th November 2026
· Wednesday 6th January 2027
· Wednesday 17th February 2027
· Wednesday 31st March 2027
· Wednesday 5th May 2027 Annual Parish Council Meeting and the Annual Parish Meeting

Meeting concluded: 21:37



County Councillor Report – May/June 2026 
Dear Parish Councillors, 
May has been another busy month, with a mixture of work on the ground in the 
division, detailed casework with residents, and several important meetings at 
County Hall. As always, highways have taken up a significant amount of time, but 
there have also been major decisions on libraries, the Council’s financial position, 
Children’s Services, public transport, and the future of the North Devon rail line. 
Cabinet this month received the final revenue and capital outturn for 2025/26. The 
Council ended the year in a balanced position, which is a welcome sign of improved 
financial grip after many years of very difficult budget pressures. The headline of the 
outturn is that we underspent by £9.8 million last year. Adult social care, children’s 
social care and SEND, remain under enormous pressure. However, ending the year in 
a stronger position has allowed some important additional investment to be carried 
forward. In the administration’s first year, we have demonstrated financial 
responsibility and an ability to make serious efficiencies. 
Of particular local importance, £4 million has been invested to support additional 
highways maintenance, £1 million has been set aside to invest in the Children’s 
Social Care workforce, and £416,000 will support the diagnostic work needed for 
Devon’s High Needs Stability Grant application as part of SEND reform. A further £2 
million has also been transferred into the Service Transformation reserve. They are 
the sorts of decisions that determine whether we can repair more roads, stabilise 
vital services and make practical improvements for residents. 
Highways remain one of the issues I am contacted about most often. The Cabinet 
report on highway maintenance set out the scale of the challenge very starkly. 
Devon has the largest local highway network in England, with over 13,000km of 
roads. The current backlog for roads in the worst condition is estimated at £390 
million, and the annual “steady state” requirement, just to stop the network 
declining further over the next decade, is estimated at £102 million per year. 
Those figures are sobering, but I think it is important to be honest with residents 
and parish councils about the scale of the issue. Local government across the 
country is expected to keep ageing road networks going without the level of 
investment needed to do the job properly. The result is a system that has too often 
been forced into reactive repairs rather than preventative maintenance.  
Devon has now approved an additional £15 million for highways maintenance in 
2026/27, followed by an extra £10 million per year for the following four years. This 
is significant and welcome, but it will still need to be spent carefully. The answer is 
not simply filling more potholes in isolation. We need to tackle the underlying 
causes, particularly poor drainage, failing road edges, weak foundations and past 
 
repairs that have not lasted as long as they should have. 
I have continued to raise local highways issues with officers and our Neighbourhood 
Highways Officer. In many places, parish councils and residents know exactly were 
water sits, where the same defects return, and where a small intervention now 
could prevent a much larger failure later. That local knowledge is incredibly valuable, 
and I would encourage parish councils to keep reporting defects, blocked drains and 
overgrown vegetation through the proper channels, as well as continuing to flag 
persistent problem areas to me directly. Our division has received more repairs due 
to online reporting than almost any other division in Devon. 
One positive development this month was Cabinet’s agreement to an expanded 12-
month pothole repair trial. The original trial ran in Hatherleigh & Chagford and 
Barnstaple South, and tested a more proactive approach. Instead of only repairing 
potholes that met the strict safety criteria, crews were also able to fix some 
emerging “serviceability” defects while they were already on site. This is exactly the 
sort of common-sense approach many residents have been asking for. It is 
frustrating to see a crew repair one marked defect while leaving a nearby defect 
that everyone can see is likely to fail soon. I will be watching the expanded trial 
closely and pushing for rural areas like ours to benefit from this more preventative 
way of working. 
The future of Devon’s libraries was another major item at Cabinet this month. 
Following a very large public consultation, with over 25,000 responses, Cabinet 
agreed Option C, meaning no reduction in weekly staffed opening hours. The 
proposed library area groupings and bandings were also removed. 
This is a very welcome decision. Libraries are about far more than books. In rural 
communities they are safe, welcoming public spaces. They support children and 
families, older residents, people without reliable internet access, jobseekers, 
community groups, and people who simply need somewhere warm, friendly and 
accessible. The consultation responses (25,000!) showed just how strongly people 
value their libraries, and I am pleased that the Council listened. 
Cabinet also agreed to continue work on Open+ technology, develop a new 
volunteer strategy with Libraries Unlimited, and create a new model of partnership 
libraries using the £1 million Libraries Transformation and Rural Hub Fund. There 
will also be an additional £100,000 per year in the book fund for 2026/27 and 
2027/28, and overdue book fines will stop being collected from 1 October 2026. I 
think that last point matters. Fines can become a small but real barrier, particularly 
for families and those on lower incomes. A library service should encourage people 
back in, not make them anxious about returning. 
At Full Council, we also discussed the report from the Cabinet Member for Children’s 
Services. This is an area of particular importance to me, both as a councillor and a 
teacher. There has been real and sustained progress in Children’s Social Care over 
the past year. Permanent social worker numbers have increased, reliance on agency 
staff has reduced, and there has been a much clearer focus on stabilising the 
workforce and improving practice. 
That matters because children and families need consistency. A child in care, or a 
family going through an incredibly difficult period, should not have to keep retelling 
their story to a changing cast of professionals. Social workers also need 
manageable caseloads, good supervision and the confidence that the organisation 
is backing them to do the job properly. 
There is still a great deal to do, and nobody should pretend the improvement 
journey is complete. However, the direction of travel is positive. Investment in the 
children’s social care workforce, the improved fostering fees and allowances, the 
development of new supported accommodation for older looked-after children, and 
the work around Families First all point towards a system trying to become more 
stable, more preventative and more child centred. 
I am particularly pleased that fostering has received more attention. Foster carers 
provide one of the most important services in the county. They open their homes 
and lives to children who need safety, stability and care, often at very short notice 
and in very difficult circumstances. The Council must do far more than simply recruit 
foster carers. It must retain them, listen to them, pay them properly, and support 
them when things become difficult. 
One important change this month is that I have been elected as Chair of the new 
Local Government Reorganisation Scrutiny Committee. LGR is one of the biggest 
changes to how Devon is governed that we have seen in decades, and it must not 
be allowed to happen behind closed doors, driven by Whitehall timetables, vague 
promises or assumptions that bigger automatically means better. 
My role as Chair will be to act as a critical friend to the administration. That means 
being constructive where proposals are sound, but also being prepared to 
challenge, demand evidence, and ask difficult questions where the case has not 
been made. I will want clear answers on cost, risk, democratic accountability, service 
disruption and the impact on rural and coastal communities like ours. 
My concern has always been that reorganisation could reduce local voice at exactly 
the time when we need more local decision-making, not less. Devon is not Exeter, 
Plymouth and Torbay with some countryside attached. Our villages, market towns 
and rural communities have distinct needs, particularly around highways, transport, 
SEND, adult social care, housing and access to services. Any new structure must 
prove that it will strengthen local accountability and improve services for residents. 
It should not simply create a larger, more distant council that is harder for people to 
influence. I am aware of the risks of disaggregating key services, but these must be 
balanced against the loss of democratic accountability. 
My aim will be to make sure the scrutiny process is fair, rigorous and transparent, 
and that residents can see clearly what is being proposed, what the risks are, and 
whether the evidence really stacks up. 
Public transport and wider connectivity have also featured heavily this month. The 
Cabinet Member for Climate Change and Biodiversity reported that detailed design 
is progressing for the Barnstaple Rail Station Bus Interchange, with works on site 
anticipated in September 2026. Electric buses are also expected in Barnstaple in 
September 2026, following their launch in Exeter earlier in the summer. 
The Council has also increased its public transport support budget by £2.508 million 
for 2026/27, recognising the importance of maintaining the existing local bus 
network, particularly for rural communities. This is very welcome. In areas like ours, 
public transport is not a “nice to have”. For many residents, especially young people, 
older people, disabled residents and those without access to a car, it is the 
difference between independence and isolation. 
At our council meeting, I praised the government’s announcement of free bus travel 
for 5–15-year-olds in August, however I have called for Devon to fund the scheme to 
be extended to 16–18-year-olds. Huge parts of our economy are based on tourism, we 
need our hardworking teenagers to be able to get to their summer jobs. 
That said, I remain very aware that too many villages still have inadequate bus 
services, and that timetable reliability, affordability and connections to education, 
work and health services all need continued attention. Community transport and 
the voluntary sector also remains vital, particularly for those who cannot access 
conventional public transport. 
The future of the Tarka Line, increasingly being referred to in County Hall as the 
North Devon Line was also discussed at Full Council. The motion recognised that 
frequent temporary closures are now a strategic economic risk to Devon. This is 
exactly right. The line is not just a transport convenience. It is North Devon’s only rail 
connection to Exeter and the wider network, and it matters for students, 
commuters, businesses, tourism, healthcare access and our wider rural economy. 
We have seen too many closures caused by flooding, waterlogged track and ageing 
infrastructure. Climate change means these pressures are likely to increase, not 
disappear. If we want North Devon to thrive, we need a rail line that is resilient, 
reliable and capable of supporting a better service. The Council has now formally 
committed to driving the acceleration of a modernisation programme, with the goal 
of increasing capacity to a half-hourly service. 
This links closely with the work Ian Roome MP has been doing in Parliament, 
including the petition calling for the line to be future-proofed. I will continue to 
support that works wherever I can. For young people in particular, better rail and bus 
connections are essential. When I speak to young people locally, transport comes 
up again and again. It affects where they can study, where they can work, whether 
they can see friends, and whether they feel rural Devon offers them a future. 
Closer to home, I have continued to work on local highways and transport casework, 
including ongoing concerns around the wider Barnstaple and Roundswell network. 
The enforcement of the Old Torrington Road bus gate has had a real impact on 
traffic patterns, and I remain clear that we need proper evidence about what is 
happening across the whole network. My focus is on making sure the Council looks 
carefully at congestion, bus reliability, emergency access, the impact on residents, 
and whether targeted changes could improve the situation without simply 
recreating the original rat-run. 
I have also continued to support residents and parish councils with more localised 
issues, including potholes, drainage, road markings, overhanging vegetation, rights 
of way and school transport. Some of this work is slow and often frustrating, but it 
is important. Many of the issues that matter most to residents are not solved by a 
single meeting or email. They require steady follow-up, local knowledge and 
persistence. 
Finally, I want to thank parish councils for the work you continue to do. Parish 
councillors are often the first to hear when something has gone wrong, whether 
that is a blocked drain, a dangerous verge, a missed repair, a planning concern, or a 
resident struggling to access a service. That local intelligence makes a real 
difference. It helps me raise issues more effectively and helps officers understand 
what is happening on the ground. 
Looking ahead, as my Locality Budget is once again open for applications – I have 
been inundated with requests from wonderful community groups looking for 
support for their projects. If you know of any projects in our division that would 
benefit from a small grant – please put them in touch. 
Thank you, as always, for everything you do in your parishes. It is a privilege to work 
alongside you. 
All the best, 
Cllr Ed Tyldesley 
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