Chittlehampton Parish Council, inclusive of; Umberleigh, Cobbaton, Stowford, and Furze. 
Minutes for 16/09/26 Parish Council Meeting
Clerk to the Council: Faye Davies clerk@chittlehamptonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Meeting commenced: 19:38

Those present: Cllrs Wheaton, Brooks, Williams, Hoare, County Cllr Tyldesley, and Clerk Faye Davies. 

Meetings are recorded and announced at the start of the meeting. 

1. Apologies: Cllr Beauregard – approved. 
2. Declarations of Interest: None.
3. Dispensation Requests: None.
4. Minutes: 29/07/26 minutes – item 14, to clarify, it was a template risk assessment and not the official risk assessment. Clerk is using own printer and charging council per page printed, trees in the playing field, photos of Cllrs for the website. 
5. District and County Councillor reports: District Cllr not in attendance and no update required.
District Cllr report – Local Government Reorganisation has been paused whilst they await legal advice. Devon has currently spent 12 million on this project and is trying to claim back the costs from the Government.
May 2027 will be District Cllr elections. 
Maternity Services at NDDH will no longer be opening on the 29th of September 2026 due to ongoing staffing issues. Gaps in Tier 2 rota goes back to 2015, concerns were raised as a critical risk in November 2025., and 11th July NDDH activated enhanced renumeration package in order to hire locum consultants. 
Digital switch over from copper to digital landlines through rural services network BT County Cllr meeting concerning Chittlehampton mobile phone signal. 
The road from riding cross to four white gates in on the list for major drainage work. 
6. Members of the public open session: None in attendance. 
7. Chairmans report: Men’s shed reference noticeboard, it has been stripped, sanded down and parts repaired, awaiting new hinges and some other parts. No time frame for its return yet. 
Thank you to Chittlehampton Clean Up crew WhatsApp group for the fantastic work around the village. Thank you to Sue, Claire Barker, Cllr Brooks, Cllr Hoare and Simon Hoare, and Cllr Beauregard for their weeding around the village, general maintenance, and the removal of the broken pot on the square (Cllr Brooks).
Thanks given to the residents of The Croft for collecting rubbish whilst out walking. 
The pavement wall has been reported as being damaged, County Cllr Tyldesley will be addressing this with Highways. 
8. Clerks report: There is £9,127.32 in the play area savings account, £6,223.46 in the current account, and £5,471.92 in the reserve savings account. Spreadsheets for monthly spending will be completed and added to the website this month, along with monthly bank reconciliations. 
Allotments are now no longer being offered to the council to purchase. 
29th October cybercrime talk at Filleigh Village Hall 7-8pm. 
Climate and Environment Grant has been applied for.
9. Payments for approval: 
· Clerk mileage claim £70.20 – approved and paid. 
· NDDC dog bin collection £269.57 – approved and paid. 
10. Planning Applications: None. 
11. Parish Council stall at the village fete: The stall was positive, Cllr Hoare suggested to hold the stall at Umberleigh Village Fete, Cllrs agreed this was a good idea, the clerk will contact Umberleigh Village Hall committee to request a stall at the next fete. 
The Parish Council did receive some suggestions/comments in the suggestion box. Firstly, a question was asked regarding the weeding around the village – the parish council is tackling this issue, a new cleanup crew has been formed by Cllr Brooks which has been very successful, a grant has also been applied for to purchase gardening equipment and planters. 
Secondly, it was requested that additional parking is needed at Abbots Meadow – there is unfortunately nothing the Parish Council can do regarding this, the council did enquire about purchasing some of the land there, which is owned by Devon Housing Association, this was declined. 
Thirdly, parking on the junction at Mayflower Close – this issue needs to be reported to the police, the Parish Council has no authority with this. 
Fourthly, bin collection not always being done – this needs to be reported to North Devon District Council, the Parish Council has no authority with this. 
Fifthly, visibility towards South Molton at Deptford is poor with a tree falling down into the line of vision – this has been reported to DCC highways, this does not need to be done through the Parish Council and can be reported by any member of the public. 
Lastly, a question was asked regarding the village hall and how the money was spent on the village hall renovations – the Parish Council cannot answer this question, this needs to be directed to the village hall committee. 
12. Chittlehampton weed removal/tidy up team: Chittlehampton Cleanup Crew has been very successful; the stocks cobbles have been completely weeded. The bench at the top of the square is broken and needs repairing, as well as the sleepers around the flower beds on the square. Cllr Brooks will be obtaining quotes for these. The cobbles on the square belong to the houses they are in front of, therefore the council is unable to tidy these areas. However, if residents wish the Cleanup Crew to tidy these areas that belong to them, please do get in contact. It has also been suggested that residents ‘adopt a pot’ to maintain, please get in contact with the council if you wish to do this. 
The council is hopeful that the Climate and Environment Grant will be approved, if this grant is approved then planters, pots etc will be replaced. £50 budget agreed for the purchase of bulbs for the planters. 
13. SIDs placement and risk assessment update: Cllr Hoare and her husband compiled the risk assessment and SIDs locations to highways. Quotation was asked for the poles the SIDs would be installed on, and Cllr Hoare was informed these would come of no charge to the council as a thank you for purchasing the SIDs. 10th September the risk assessment and SIDs location was approved by Highways Officer Melanie McKenna. She later confirmed the order has been approved for the installation of the poles for the SIDs. 
14. Chapter 8 Training update: First Steps Training Rackenford is the closest location to attend the training. Once Cllrs Wheaton and Blyther have completed the online training, the clerk will then book the in-person training. 
15. Community Emergency Hub information: Cllr Blyther would like Cllrs to come up with some suggestions in how to proceed with the organisation of a public meeting. Cllr Blyther will be researching community emergency hubs in order to have a proposal ready for a public meeting. 
16. Climate and Environment Grant: An application has been submitted for £1,667.59; the applications will be reviewed at the end of September. 
17. Councillor's reports and External Meetings attended (for information only): Defib training will be happening at Wednesday 7th October 19:00 at Atherington Pavillion for those who wish to attend, there is no need to book in advance, and it is free of charge. 
The play area stand at the village fete raised some money which has been paid into the account.
Cllr Williams has suggested the Parish Council and Chittlehampton Village Hall committee meet to discuss having stairs installed within the bank to the playing field. Three quotes will be obtained. 
A new footpath signed is required opposite the village shop, the clerk will contact DCC regarding this. 
Clerk to contact London Hearts and other companies regarding a grant towards another defib. Cllr Brooks will research a location for another defib within the village. 
18. Councillor and clerk action updates from previous meeting:
· Noticeboard repair/replacement update – Updated within the Chairs report. 
· Speed signs and highways risk assessment update – Cllr Hoare provided the update during agenda item 13. 
19. Date of next meeting: Wednesday 21st October 2026 at Chittlehampton Methodist rooms.
Meeting concluded: 21:41

Signed:
Faye Davies
Clerk to Chittlehampton Parish Council
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